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Overview.  I have worked as a clinician, researcher, and child advocate.  My most recent positions were as a Professor 
of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and as a Director of Research at the Center for Child and Family 
Traumatic Stress at a Hopkins affiliated hospital.  Throughout my career I studied the impact of child abuse and 
neglect and other forms of adversity.  My research spanned from neurobiology to social policy, and used tools from 
psychology, genetics, and neuroscience to understand mechanisms of risk and resilience in vulnerable populations.  I 
have provided child policy related testimony at the United Nations and the US Senate.  I have also frequently provided 
expert testimony on behalf of youth involved with the child welfare system. As first author on the KSADS child and 
adolescent psychiatric diagnostic interview, which has been translated into more than 30 languages and updated to a 
web-based computer-administered format, I have also frequently provided trainings on psychiatric diagnostic 
assessment of youth and served as a consultant on numerous federally funded and industry-sponsored pediatric 
psychiatric clinical trials.  I left academic medicine in 2022 to further the growth and development of my web-based 
psychiatric diagnostic assessment company, KSADS-COMP, Inc., and am also working providing expert testimony, 
consultation, and evaluations for child custody cases and adult and child personal injury cases involving child 
maltreatment. 
 
 
Education and Training   
1981   B.A., Holocaust Studies, Tufts University 
1990  Ph.D., Clinical Psychology, Yale University 
9/89 – 8/90 Psychology Intern, Elmcrest Psychiatric Institute, Portland, CT 
9/90 – 6/92 Post-doctorate Fellow, Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, Pittsburgh, PA  
 
 
Certification 

 2015           State of Maryland, License of Psychology, # 05693 
2024              State of New York, License of Psychology, # 026345 
2024 State of New Jersey, Temporary permission to practice psychology in New Jersey under the provision of 

N.J.S.A. 45:14B-6(d) (4/14/24-7/14/24) 
 

Academic Professional Experience  
2/19 – present  CEO, KSADS-COMP, Inc, digital child mental health assessment company 
5/16 – 8/22  Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, MD 
   Professor of Mental Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, MD 
7/15 – 8/22  Director of Research, Center for Child and Family Traumatic Stress, Kennedy Krieger Institute,   
     Baltimore MD 
7/15 – 5/16  Associate Professor (PAR) of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, MD 
3/03 – 6/15  Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Yale University, New Haven, CT 
7/98 – 3/03  Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Yale University, New Haven, CT  
7/97 – 6/98  Visiting Assistant Professor of Psychology, Yale University, New Haven, CT  
6/92 – 6/97  Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, Pittsburgh, PA  
 
Consultantships  
Child Psychiatric Diagnostic Assessment and/or Clinical Trial Research Design: 
    Bristol – Myers Squibb Pharmaceutical – Nefazodone Pediatric Depression Clinical Trial 
    Pfizer Pharmaceutical – Sertraline Pediatric Depression Clinical Trial 
    Wyeth-Ayerst Pharmaceutical – Venlafaxine Pediatric Depression Clinical Trial 
    Forest Laboratories – Citalopram Pediatric Depression Clinical Trial 
   Forest Laboratories – Escitalopram Pediatric Depression Clinical Trial 
    Johnson & Johnson Research Pharmaceutical Institute – Topiramate Pediatric Bipolar Trial 
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    Shire Pharmaceutical – Adderall Adolescent ADHD Clinical Trial 
    Otsuka Pharmaceutical -  Abilify Adolescent Schizophrenia and Bipolar Disorder Clinical Trial 
    Merck and The Cognition Group – Asenapine Schizophrenia and Bipolar Adolescents Studies 
 
Numerous federally funded research studies, including:  (selected listing) 
    Treatment of Adolescent Depression Study (TADS - P.I.  John March, M.D.) 
    Bipolar Spectrum Disorders in Children and Adolescents   (P.I.  Ellen Leibenluft, M.D.) 
Child Welfare - The Annie E. Casey Foundation, Youth Law Center, Child Advocate Office, State of Connecticut,   

Administration for Children, Youth, and Families, State of Connecticut, Department of Children and Families. 
Children’s Rights – Disabilities Rights International. 
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Presentation, Annual Meeting of the World Congress of Psychiatric Genetics. Toronto, Canada 

1/15  Understanding Child Abuse: From Neurobiology to Social Policy, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
Division Conference, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, Baltimore, MD 
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Presentation, Annual Meeting of the Anxiety and Depression Association of America, Philadelphia, 
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09/16 Child Abuse and Epigenetic Mechanisms of Disease Risk, Early Childhood Colorado Partnership, 
Denver, CO 

10/16   Understanding Individual Differences in Anxiety Symptoms and Threat Processing in Children who 
Experience Maltreatment, Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychaitry, New York, NY 

6/17     Adversity and Genomic- and Neuro-Plasticity: Implications for Intervention, SAMHSA sponsored 
meeting, University of Maryland, Baltimore, MD  

9/17 Screening for Trauma: Tools, Techniques, and Brief Interventions, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
Chicago, IL 

11/17 Trauma and the Brain:  The Impact of Adversity on Learning and Behavior in Schools, Baltimore 
County Public Schools, School Psychologists Professional Development Meeting, Timonium, MD 

12/17 Risk and Resilience in Children: The Science the Underlies Congregate Care Reform, Beyond the 
Bench 23: Uniting for a Better Future, Judicial Council of California, San Diego, CA 



 

 

04/18 State of the Art of Toxic Stress and Factors Associated with Resilience and Recovery, General Session 
Presentation, American Academy of Pediatrics, Houston, TX 

04/18 A Framework for Understanding Risk and Resilience and Thinking about Trauma-Informed Therapies 
for the Medical Setting, Workshop, American Academy of Pediatrics, Houston, TX 

4/18 The Science of Risk and Resilience: Implications for Best Practices in Child Welfare, Leadership 
Retreat, Department of Children and Families, State of Florida, Tampa, FL 

12/18 Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) and the Science of Risk and Resilience, Panel Discussion, 
Johns Hopkins Medical Institute, Baltimore, Maryland 

05/19 Child Abuse, Depression, and Methylation in Myelin-Related Genes, Symposium Presentation, 
Annual Meeting of the Society of Biological Psychiatry, Chicago, Illinois 

05/19 OTX2, Neuroplasticity, and Psychopathology, Symposium Chair, Annual Meeting of the Society of 
Biological Psychiatry, Chicago, Illinois 

07/19 Development of Three Web-Based Administered Computerized Version of the Kiddie Schedule for 
Affective Disorders and Schizophrenia (KSADS-COMP) Child Psychiatric Diagnostic Interview: 
Initial Reliability and Validity Data, Oral Presentation, 18th International Congress of 
European Society of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (ESCAP), Vienna, Austria 

07/19 The State of the Art of Toxic Stress and Resilience Research: Implications for Best Practices with 
Vulnerable Populations, Oral Presentation, 18th International Congress of European Society of Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry (ESCAP), Vienna , Austria 

03/21 The state of the art of toxic stress and resilience research: Implications for best practices with 
vulnerable populations, Jerilyn Ross lecture at ADAA’s 40th Annual Conference, Anxiety and 
Depression Association of America. 

02/22 Toxic Stress and Resilience Research: Policy and Practice Implications, University of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Psychiatry 
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Clinical (Service) Responsibilities  
1996 -1997 Clinical Director, Family Support Services, Specialty outpatient psychiatric services program for 

maltreated children and families, Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, Pittsburgh, PA, 15 
hours/week 

1998-2000 Clinical Director, Child and Adolescent Mood Program, Yale University, New Haven, CT, 15 
hours/week 

2012-2014 Psychologist, intake assessment, dialectical behavior therapy group therapist, intensive outpatient 
psychiatric treatment program, Yale New Haven Hospital, New Haven, CT, 20 hours/week 

2013-2015 Compensation and Pension Clinic, psychologist, Veteran’s Administration Hospital, West Haven, CT, 
20 hours/week 

2015-2022 Psychologist, Center for Child and Family Traumatic Stress, Kennedy Krieger Institute, diagnostic 
intake assessment, therapist, Baltimore, MD, 8 hours/week 

 
Editorial Activities  

 
Journal Reviewer  
1991-present  Archives of General Psychiatry 
1991-present  American Journal of Psychiatry 
1991-present  Biological Psychiatry 
1991-present  Child Abuse and Neglect 
1991-present  Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
1991-present  Neuroscience Letters 
1991-present  Psychoneuroendocrinology 
1991-present  Psychiatry Research Neuroimaging 
 
Review Groups/Study Sections (selected) 
2000  NIH Review Panel Member, Comorbidity of Depression and Externalizing Disorders in Children 
2003  NIH Review Panel Member, Child and Adolescent Interdisciplinary Research Networks 
2004-2006 NIH Study Section Member, Child Psychopathology and Developmental Disabilities  



 

 

2009  NICHD Review Panel Member, Special Emphasis Panel, Stress and Development 
2009  NIH Review Panel Member, Translational Research Grants in Behavioral Science 
2012  NIH Review Panel Member, Special Emphasis Panel, Population Sciences and Epidemiology  
2012  NIH Review Panel Member, Specialized Centers of Research (SCOR) on Sex differences (P50) 
2013 NIH Review Panel Member, Exceptional Unconventional Research Enabling Knowledge Acceleration 

(EUREKA) for Neuroscience and Disorders of the Nervous System (R01)  
2020  NIH Review Panel Member, Centers of Biomedical Research Excellence [COBRE] (P20) applications 
2022 NIH Review Panel Member, Mental Health Research Awards for Investigators Early in their 

Career in Low and Middle-Income Countries (R01) 
 
Advisory Committees  
2000-2001  Member, Mental Health Association of Connecticut, Committee on Childhood Depression 
2001  Member, NIMH Mood Disorders Review and Strategic Plan Committee  
2003  Member, NIMH Assessment of Depression and Anxiety in Treatment Trials Committee  
2005-2006   Member, Area Advisory Committee, Department of Children and Families, State of Connecticut 
2009-2010   Consultant, Child Advocate, State of Connecticut 
2010  Workgroup member, NIMH Workshop on Child Maltreatment and Trauma: 
   Integrating Biological, Cognitive, and Social Trajectories of Development 
2012  Member, Expert Panel on Neuroscience and Child Maltreatment, Administration on Children, Youth 

and Families (ACYF), Department of Health and Human Services 
2013-2014   Consultant, Child Advocate, State of Connecticut 
2014  Member, Expert Panel, SAMHSA, panel to discuss instrumentation and measurement issues when 

estimating the national and state prevalence of childhood "Serious Emotional Disturbance” (SED) 
2017-2021 Member, NIMH Workgroup on Revisions to the RDoC Matrix 
 

 
Invited Talks, Panels, Testimony (selected 2010 – present)   
4/10  Improving the Life Course Trajectory of Maltreated Children: Clinical, Neurobiological, and Social 

Policy Perspectives, Grand Rounds New York University, Child Study Center, NY, NY 
 8/10  Genetic and Environmental Predictors of Depression and Other Stress Related Psychiatric Disorders, PTSD 

Bioethics Meeting, Brooklyn Law School 
8/10  Child Maltreatment Research: Emerging Scientific Findings, Systems Issues, and the Unspoken 

Elephant in the Room, National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), Conference on Child 
Maltreatment Research, Bethesda, MD 

3/11    K-SADS Training: Assessing Schizophrenia in Adolescents; Investigator Meeting for Asenepine Trial 
for Adolescents with Schizophrenia, Merck Pharmaceutical Company, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

4/11  K-SADS Training: Assessing Schizophrenia in Adolescents; Investigator Meeting for Asenepine Trial 
for Adolescents with Schizophrenia, Merck Pharmaceutical Company, Prague, Czech Republic 

6/11  K-SADS Training: Assessing Bipolar in Adolescents; Investigator Meeting for Asenepine Trial for 
Adolescents with Bipolar Disorder, Merck Pharmaceutical Company, Atlanta, Georgia 

3/12  Risk and Resilience in Maltreated Children, Attorney Training for Center for Child Advocacy, 
University of Connecticut Law School, Stamford, CT 

5/12  Child Abuse and Epigenetic Markers of Disease Risk, Child Maltreatment and Neuroscience Expert Panel 
Meeting, Administration on Children, Youth, and Families, Rockville, MD 

5/12  Child Maltreatment, Neuroscience, and Genetics: Clinical Implications of Emerging Findings, 
Neuroscience and Child Maltreatment Expert Panel Meeting, Administration of Children Youth and 
Families, Rockville, MD 

8/12  Applying Research in Child and Adolescent Development to Child Welfare Placement Practices, 
Meeting Sponsored by the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Youth Law Center, New York, NY  

3/13  Understanding how epigenetic mechanisms can translate early-life experiences into lasting cellular 
memories at the root of mental disorders, Y-MIND Institute, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

5/13  Leveraging Neuroscience and Advances in the Biomedical Sciences to Inform Child Welfare, Plenary 
Session, Annual Meeting of the Welfare League of America, Washington   

6/13  The Mental Health Consequences of Violence: Convening on Exposure to Understanding the 
Mechanisms by Which Toxic Stress Confers Risk, Violence, Trauma, and Toxic Stress, meeting 
Sponsored by Administration of Children Youth and Families, Washington DC 



 

 

9/14    Child Abuse and Epigenetic Mechanisms of Disease Risk, Grand Rounds Presentation, Dallhousie 
University, Halifax, Canada 

11/14    Promoting Resilience in Maltreated Children, All Alaska Pediatric Partnership Annual Meeting, 
Griswold, AK  

4/15  Risk and Resilience in Maltreated Children, University of Maryland, Department of Human 
Development and Quantitative Methodology, College Park, MD 

10/15  RDoC Facts and Myths Webinar Questions and Answers.  Invited Speaker, National Institute of 
Mental Health Broadcast Webinar (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8oyZwyDZrE; 
http://www.nimh.nih.gov/news/science-news/2015/webinar-facts-and-myths-about-rdoc.shtml) 

12/15  Diagnosis and Comorbidity of PTSD and Alcohol Use Disorders in Children and Adolescents, Invited 
Oral Presentation, Workgroup Meeting Sponsored by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism (NIAAA), NIAAA State-of-the-Science on Treating the Comorbidity of Alcohol Use 
Disorders and PTSD, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

4/16 Child Sexual Abuse and the Child Welfare System.  Invited Oral Presentation, Annual Moore Center 
Child Sexual Abuse Symposium, Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, MD 

05/17 Risk and Resilience in Maltreated Children, Grand Rounds, University of Arkansas Medical Center, 
Little Rock, AK 

9/17  Child Abuse and Epigenetic Mechanisms of Disease Risk, Plenary Talk, Biological Psychiatry Congress, 
Capetown, South Africa 

10/17 Child Abuse and Epigenetic Mechanisms of Disease Risk, Grand Rounds, Tulane University, 
Department of Psychiatry, New Orleans, LA    

4/18 State of the Art of Toxic Stress and Factors Associated with Resilience and Recovery, Plenary Talk, 
American Academy of Pediatrics, Houston, TX 

02/19 Understanding Child Abuse: From Neurobiology to Social Policy, Oral Presentation, Kings College 
London, Institute of Psychiatry, London 

03/19 Understanding Child Abuse: From Neurobiology to Social Policy, Grand Rounds Presentation, 
Department of Pediatrics, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 

04/19 Right to Family For All Children: International Human Rights Law and Findings from Research and 
Experience, Webinar Presentation 

06/19 Testimonay, Right to Family for All Children: International Human Rights Law and Findings from 
Research Experience, United Nations, N.Y. 

09/19 Testimony on Current Policies Affecting Children at the Border, Homeland Security Committee, 
United States Capitol, Washington DC 

01/22 Testimony, State of California, AB 3121 Taskforce to Study and Develop Reparations Proposals for 
African Americans     

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8oyZwyDZrE
http://www.nimh.nih.gov/news/science-news/2015/webinar-facts-and-myths-about-rdoc.shtml

